
Olivehurst Public Utility District 

Agenda Item Staff Report 

Meeting Date: August 20, 2026 

Item description/summary: 

Consider approving Loprest as the lowest responsible bidder for the Wheeler Ranch Filter Pre-
Purchase Project in the amount to be determined by Board of either $367,698.70 or $343,238.70.  
 
The Olivehurst Public Utility District (OPUD) provides treated water to customers throughout 
Olivehurst and Plumas Lake. The Wheeler Ranch Water Treatment Plant currently receives water from 
Wells 29 and 30 and operates three filtration units in conjunction with a 1.64-million-gallon storage 
tank. Continued development and increased water demand within the service area have resulted in 
the facility approaching its existing treatment capacity. As part of the District's evaluation of 
alternatives to increase capacity, the addition of filtration equipment was identified as a cost-effective 
approach to support the planned expansion of the facility. 
 
As the first phase of the Wheeler Ranch WTP capacity expansion, OPUD issued a Request for Bids for 
the pre-purchase of filtration equipment under Project No. 2026-003. Pre-purchasing the filtration 
equipment allows the District to begin the equipment fabrication and procurement process in 
advance of the larger construction project and helps address the lead time associated with 
manufacturing and delivery of the equipment. 
 
The District received two bids for the project. Bids were publicly opened on July 10, 2026. The 
following bids were received: 
 
Bidder Schedule A Schedule B 
Loprest $367,698.70 $343,238.70 
Kurita America, Inc./Tonkawater $538,387.50 $508,387.50 
 
Following the bid opening, District staff reviewed the submitted bids for conformance with the 
project requirements and applicable bid documents. 
 
Based upon the bids received and staff's review, Loprest submitted the lowest bid for both Schedule 
A and Schedule B. Staff therefore recommends that the Board award the Wheeler Ranch WTP 
Capacity Increase – Filter Pre-Purchase Project to Loprest based upon the Schedule selected by the 
District and authorize the General Manager to execute the necessary contract documents. 
 
The filter pre-purchase represents an initial component of the larger Wheeler Ranch WTP capacity 
expansion. The equipment will ultimately be incorporated into the overall treatment plant 
improvements intended to increase treatment capacity and support continued water service 
demands within the District's service area. 
 

 

 



Fiscal Analysis: 

The District previously identified a project budget of $750,000 for the filter pre-purchase. 
The apparent low bid received from Loprest is: 

• Schedule A: $367,698.70 
• Schedule B: $343,238.70 

The final contract amount will be based upon the Schedule approved by the Board and the District's 
determination of which bid schedule best meets the operational and project requirements. 
 

 

Sample Motion/Staff Recommendation: 

Staff recommends that the Board of Directors award the Wheeler Ranch Water Treatment Plant 
Capacity Increase – Filter Pre-Purchase Project, Project No. 2026-003, to Loprest, approve the 
selected bid schedule, and authorize the General Manager to execute the contract and associated 
documents on behalf of the District. 

 

Prepared by: 

Swarnjit Boyal, Public Works Manager 
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